HABITAT CONNECTIVITY
CONSERVATION: FROM
LOCAL TO REGIONAL
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MORE CONNECTIVITY: MORE HABITAT

ACCESSIBILITY

="Enable range shifts
(climate adaptation)

mGreater resilience to
hon-climate
stressors

" Reduced population
isolation (genetic)

Can’t have too much!
The more the better!




MODELING REGIONAL AND LOCAL

CONNECTIVITY
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Nature’s Network Conservation
Design
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MODELS ARE JUST THE STARTING

®"You need on-the-ground
knowledge:

Where wildlife tend to move
across roads

Where are the most important -
habitats adjacent to roads =S

Potentially important
connecting features across
road corridors

"hedgerows

=culverts/bridges usable by
wildlife




ROADS ARE THE MOST FORMIDABLE
CONNECTIVITY IMPEDIMENTS

The ability to move across roadways is needed to connect
habitat.

Some crossings are regionally
important, some are more locally
important.




WILDLIFE USE OF

CULVERTS/BRDIGES
TheNature C-) "Where are wildlife using
Conservancy transportation structures

Protecting nature. Preserving life.

=What type of structures,

if any, are being used?




CONNECTIVITY CONSERVATION IN

ROAD CORRIDORS:

143313, VT RE13, i e
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= Culvert and bridge
modification

= Targeted road
corridor restoration
and land protection

0
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= Land-use planning
(town plans, zoning)




Legend

& Farmer Hodge's Roadside Stand

Feature 1
Hulbert Outdoor Center
ountain

Untitled Path
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ASSISTANCE FOR TOWNS,

COUNTIES, LOCAL GROUPS, ETC.

"VTF&W Community Wildlife Program

Technical assistance and municipal planning

STAYING (CONNECTED

=Staying Connected Initiative

. Northern Appalachians

BENH local assistance?


http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/cms/one.aspx?pageId=132648
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For the well-being of wildlife and human communities, connections matter.
The Staying Connected Initiative is a visionary partnership working to restore and enhance landscape connections for the
benefit of people and wildiife across the Northern Appalachian/Acadian region of the eastern U.S. and Canada. Each step
of the way, from the Tug Hill Plateau and Adirondack Mountains in New York across the forests of New England to the
Canadian Maritimes, the actions we take in our own backyards and communities make a difference.
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